
James 2:14-26 Faith Works ​ ​ ​                                                                                        Redemption Bible Church 
Playing Church & Favorites                                                                                                                                          Sunday, Feb 1 2026 

14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith 
save them? 15 Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food. 16 If one of you says to them, 
“Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about their physical needs, what good is it? 17 In the 
same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. 

18 But someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.” 

Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by my deeds. 19 You believe that there is one 
God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and shudder. 

20 You foolish person, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is useless? 21 Was not our father 
Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? 22 You see that his 
faith and his actions were working together, and his faith was made complete by what he did. 23 And the 
scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness,”and he 
was called God’s friend. 24 You see that a person is considered righteous by what they do and not by faith 
alone. 

25 In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for what she did when she gave 
lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different direction? 26 As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith 
without deeds is dead.  

 

V. 14 What good is it…? 

-​ Confidence in doctrine and no evidence 
-​ Confidence in evidence and not a care about doctrine 

Vv. 15-16 Suppose… 

-​ An example of void belief 

V. 17 faith without…is dead 

-​ Is dead (17) 
-​ Not by faith alone (24) 
-​ Faith without deeds is dead (26) 

V. 18-19 Faith and “Faith” 

-​ Having faith that produces deeds.  
-​ Diatribe 
-​ Is it really reasonable to expect every genuine believer filled with the Spirit to have faith and deeds?  

Yes! 
-​ Jesus addresses one important aspect - how does faith work its way out in a person’s life?   

-​ Matt 15:10-20 

 



 
V. 20-26 You fool  

-​ The example of Abraham’s faith (21-23) 
-​ Example of Rehab (25) 
-​ Proving the refrain - Faith without deeds is dead (26) 

Crux of the issue 

-​ No contradiction between James and Paul 
-​ Romans 3:28: 28 For we maintain that a person is justified by faith apart from the works of the 

law. 
-​ Gal 5:6: 6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has any value. The only 

thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love. 
-​ Gal 5:22-23: But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 
-​ As the body without the spirit is dead, faith without deeds is dead (26) 

 

 
 

                                                                                        

James Series (Starts Dec 28) Bible Studies Events 

James (The Art of Christian Living) 
 

Find the series, notes and audio here: 
https://www.redemption-church.net/serm
ons  

 
-​ Sun (Feb 1): Faith Works (2:14-26) 

 
-​ Sun (Feb 8): The Spiritual 

Discipline of Watching Your 
Mouth (3:1-18) 

 
-​ Sun (Feb 15): The Spiritual 

Discipline of fighting well (4:1-12) 
 
Lent Begins Wed. Feb 18 

 
-​ Sun (Feb 22): The Spiritual 

Discipline of not loving wealth 
(4:13-5:6) 

 
-​ Sun (Mar 1): The Spiritual 

Discipline of Suffering well 
(5:7-12) 

 
-​ Sun (Mar 8): Fearless Healing 

Prayer (5:13-20) 
 

-​ Stations of the Cross Sermon 
series Begins (Mar 15, 22, 29 & 
Apr 5) 

 
Wed. Studies 

-​  Feb. 4, 11, 18 & 25 @ 7pm 
-​ Study Resources on website 

https://www.redemption-church.net/
bible-studies/wed-bible-studies  
 
 
Alpha Bible Study (In-person) 

-​ Feb. 7 (Last Session) 
-​ Saturdays 5-7:00 pm 
-​ At Soden home 

 
Lent Begins Wed. Feb. 18 

-​ 40 days to Easter 
https://www.redemption-church.net/
bible-studies/lent  
 
 
Stay up on Studies and Resources  
https://www.redemption-church.net/  

Women’s Fellowship 
-​ Sat Feb. 7 

 
Men’s Fellowship  

-​ Sat Feb. 21 
 
 
 
 
Thanks for visiting today.   
Please scan and fill out our 
information form. 
https://www.redemption-church.net/   
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